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readers any positive values of his own. It is actually quite the opposite;
the values Byron offers us in Don Juan are, in many ways, the most

positive values he could offer us. These are the precious values such as
truth, education, introspection, hope; in a manner, that is energetic,




By giving us a depiction that is ruthless and unflattering to our hopes,
Byron does not deflate us, but reminds us - through the example and
choice of protagonist - that the ordinary man is capable of acts of great
compassion and kindness. Byron finds a balance - refraining from the
self-righteous nature of the epic traditions without sacrificing his thirst to
paint the thousand colours of reality. He is also wise enough to
understand the nature of truth as being ever changing and complex - too

complex for him to declare a universal truth, instead wisely stating “I

don’t pretend that I quite understand /My own meaning when I would




One of the main ways Byron’s does this is through the character of Don
Juan. The choice in making Don Juan the protagonist for his poem is an

existing creeds and conventions of byron's time, the character of juan
blends in as a natural man of his environment.




through the character of Juan 1s honest.

his time and this works in Byron’s favour, and more importantly in our
favour, as we are able to see things from a more honest human
perspective - for all its flaws and contradictions. By using a figure as




however, on closer inspection of the numerous revisions and meticulous
planning which he put in Don Juan, we know that this is not the case. It
was not until 1944, when Professor G. Steffan began his lengthy study of




In Don Juan Byron does satirise many of the values of his da?f, in doin

so he offers readers a scope on reality, which is a positive value in itself,
without any claims to knowing a universal truth. Byron as a poet is
confident and intuitive enough to understand that values such as the
truth will themselves cut through “canals of contradiction”. As a result,
Byron is able to, despite his own feelings being clear, mock the negative
values of his time and present the reader with the truth. He does this not
by portraying the truth itself, but by bringing together and satirising the
consistent dualities throughout his epic; allowing the contradictions to
expose themselves. The result is the reader is provided with an image of

say, the more energetic he becomes in the way he says it” . The result,

poem” .



alling like a dew upon a
That which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think.
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